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The Account of the late Revival of Religion im Wren- 
tham continued. 


‘ T is now above two Tear: {ince our young People have ge- 
‘ nerally and voluntarily dane with their Predicting and 
© merry Meetings ;: Many ot them have appear'd bitterly 

* to lament their Mifpence of much precious «Time in tuch 

© Meetings: It hath been very agreably turprizing to obferve 

© the Refentment of themiclves, which tome of the Jase 

Ring-leaders of their Merriment expreticd. For while we 

' 


© hope thea forrowed after a godly fort, behuki, what ¢ 


© nejs it wrought iN tToemM, VOAa, What Veevmeni Delire te | 


* ever free from fuch Folly, yea, what Zeal, yea, what A 
. ; 4 i: j i ’ 
© wence Nor did they degenerate into Melanch iV,or : 


: Com; any, but frequently would «e/eciate themiclves for » 
© gious Pxercij . Accord ny the religious Socretics of 


© People that were before formed in the Town, grew ms 

© mumerous ; and ether s figs Were ict up, and mith i 
* various Parts of the ‘J wn, both an P 

© Heads of Familie. Aad both Family. Nee i; and 

© Men's religious Meetings are much frequented. We 

* great Reafon to rejoice in the Cériffian | 

é lo; been one fated Pa f f the Exar. j@ Gif pu 

S Mating, : there being evident ie ke! wf ti pr 4a in 
¢ fpiritual Kn WICK; C thercoy, cine rable when 

© had Opportunity to convesfe with tiem, ai the ’ 

* vate about the State of their Souls. Upon which we con 
* freely recommend it as avery proper Part of the bxercite 
* of private Mecting » where it has not t been pracy 

$ As we have allo abundant Realun Ww becvuiche ; ’ 
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« young People to affaciate themfelves for religious Exercifes, 
in proper ‘Time, and under due Regulations ; ; from what 
we have heard of the Advantage thereof to many of our young 
People, when they have declared to us, and in the publick 
Congregation, what GOD hath done for their Souls, at, 
and by fuchMcetings. And doubtlefs privateSocieties tor reli- 
gious Exercifes among Heads of Families,urder equally proper 
Regulations, might be proportionably beneficia 11; of which, 
we ‘truft, GOD hath not left us withoatWitnefs in thisTown. 
‘ Before this bleffed Revival of Religion in the Town, 
there was very little to be heard among Old or Young, of 
pious Difcour/e, when they were occafionally together, but 
it is now above two Years fince there has been an he »ppy 
Reformation in this Regard, tho’ it hath not yet been pre- 
valent to the Degree as it ought in the Town. It was very 
pleafant to fee and hear the wonderful Alteration in this 
Matter among the Youth, and fome Children of nine, ten, or 
twelveYears of Age. Many of our youngPeople, who whenever 
they vifited one another or met occafionally, would {pend 
their Time in meer vain and ufelefs Difcourfe,if not worfe ; ; 
now grew much more defirous to be together than hereto- a 
fore ; and the Bree, or /ome pious Author mutt ordinarily 
at fuch Times be one of the Company, and their Conver- 
fation would turn chiefly on the State of the’r Souls, di- 
vine and eternal Things: And many of their Minds feemed 
much more intent on thefe Things than formerly onVanity. 
Such as would before purpofely avoid the Company and Di/- 
courfe of the Godly, would now induftrioufly feek both, 
would frequently apply to thofe, whom they thought mo: 
knowing and pious, with ferious and weighty Queftions 
about the T hings of GOD. 
‘ Many of our People living three or four Adiles or more 
from our Places of publick Worfhip, are nece‘fitated to 
* tarry ator near about the AZeeting- Haufes, thror igh the Jx- 
termiffion, between Forencon and Afternoon Exercifes ; and 
there ufed to be little elfe,but vain and worldly Talk among 
‘ moft: But upon the late remarkable divine Influence cn 
¢ People’s Minds, there was a wonderful Change in this Re- 
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gard among (we think) the greateft Part of our People. {t : 

H « became acommon T hing for them to retire in fmall Cem- ’ 
© panies to different Places, for religious Conferences, or read- 


ing, and Saiilatiniiad thele Exercifes were nixed. And more 
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Wrentham in New-Encianp. 243 
lately there are feveral Societies that {pend Part of the Jnter- 
mifjion in praying, reading and fiuging together. So th, i on 
many Accounts the Inter mi/fion, as well as Time of pu iblick 
Exercifes of GOD’s Worthip, is very remarkably / holy to 
the LORD, elteemed honourable, and a great Delig/t unto 
the more ferious among us. And even the Time of Tra avel 
to and from our Places of publick Worfhip has often been 
fweetly redeemed for pious Difcourfe between tw or three, 
as they walk in Company together. 
© We are fatisfied that the general Cancern upon Pov 
Minds which prevailed among us above ftwe Years : Sy zt nd 
has not ceafed, did not arf: from a Difpolit on to ¢ ont crm 
to the prevailing Cuttom of People around us ; for this was 
the fir/? Town which was fo rem arkably \ ig and blefi i 
by fovereign Grace witkin a pretty many Miles: And ic 
evidently appeared that many would be under the fame Coit- 
cern at the fame Time,and would be agreably jurp rized when 
they unexpectedly found one another uttering, the fame Com- 
plaints relating to the State of their own Souls. 
© It is alfo very evident that this general Awakening was 
not from the Influence of travelling Minitters (tho’ we 
re fatisfied God has made Ute of fome of them for the 
revival of Religion in many Places: ) for there was 
but one Sermon preached in the Vowa in fuch a Way, 
and that to a fall Auditory, (the Warning being very fhort) 
and this, Months before the Concern was very general thro’ 
the Town. And here it is very obfervable that there was 
a Spirit of Convidtion on the Hearts of many in the /Vinter 
befcre it was externally very evident ; when, by the Extre- 
mity of the Winter and Depth of the Snow, many of ont 
People could not for many Sabbaths together attend on the 


' 


ordinary and ftated Exercifes of Reli gion: So clearly wa; 
it the Work of GOD. = Neverthelefs \ we are glad to owa 
that the News ot many Converfions in Narthampton and ether 
Towns in that Part of the Country fome Years b fore, and of 
fome remarkable Succe(s of theGofpel in fomeParts of £x7- 
land & America, wereMeans of ttirring up7 hex ughtf mefs in 
many, and encouraged godly Perfons to pray with th ‘mre 
Confidence for the out-pouring of t] ?tHoLtyGnostralfocnu. 
The remarkable external Reformation that vo been among 
us, hath doubtlefs arifen very much from ites nal Operaitons 
of the Hoty Guost, by the Lew and Gael upon the 
Hh 2 ; ¢ Mind: 
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Minds of many. We had a great deal of Opportunity to 
obferve the Concern upon People’s Minds, and their bitter 
Moans& Complaints about theState of their ownSouls,when 
they ufed to flock tous, for Advice what they fhould do. 
Many came to offer themfelves to join in Church- Fellow- 
fbip, whom we looked upon our felves obliged to examine 
particularly of their Experiences, which gave them Reafon 
to hope that they could in Sincerity enter into folemn Co- 
venant with GOD and his People. OurTimes for theAd- 
miniftration of the Lorp’s Supper in each Church are two 
Mbnths apart : and into the /econd,Church in the Town 
(which before confifted of /ixty three Communicants, and the 
Parifh of about feventy Families) juft before the Sacrament 
May 3: 1741,- were admitted twenty four more: and be- 
tween the faid 3d of May and the firf of ‘July following, 
were admitted thirty feven more. And confiderable Num- 
bers afterwards from Time to Time. 
‘ Into the fir Church in the Town (which before confift- 
ed of ninety two Communicants, and the Pari/h of about on 
Hundred and twenty Families) were admitted juft before th 
Sacrament ‘June 7th 1741, twenty more. ‘And then be- 
fore Avon? rt thir ty ¢ “ight more. And then beforeOoder 
1ft erchteen more. Andhefore the Adminiftration of the 
Lorn’s Supper there have conttan tly been a confiderable 
Number admitted ever fince (never lefs than five, except 
twice, and ufually more ata Time.) So that now in the 
firj? Charch are two Hundred & twenty eight Communicants, 
exclulive of twa Perfons that have been difmiffed & recom- 
mended to us from anotherChurch. And in the fecondChurch 
are one Hundred and fifty twoCommunicants,exclufive of five 
etre who have been admitted into it, belonging to a 
ighbouring Town where they have no fett led Pattor, or 
fiotal Ordinances, nor even Preaching conttantly on Sab- 
baths. In fhort, One Hundred and thirty fix Communicants 
are added to the frff Church, and eighty nine to the fecond 
{ince te 1741. 
vey hus g eatly are the Numbersof our Communicants in- 
creafe ed, a al we had Opportunity to difcourfe with each of 
thofe admitted into the re ipective Churches under our par- 
ticular Watch, of the State of their Souls, and with many 
of them feveral Times ; as well as with a conliderableNum- 
yer Woe were Proffors before, and came to us in this res 
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markable Day, fuller of Concern about their Souls than 
ufual : And many that have been brought under fome Con- 
viétions, who yet ftand off from the LORD’s Table. Many 
(as each of us can declare relating to fuch as one or other of 
us difcourfed with, and to others that both of us difcourfed 
with, and many, of whofe Difcourfe with their Neighbours 
and Acquaintance we had almoft daily an Account of) ufed 
to complain of their Mi/pence of Time, efpecially of Sabbath- 
Time, and of their vain wandering Hearts in Time of religious 
Worfoip ; they would lament over their whole Life,as having 
been filled up with Sin ; and complain of their own wicked 
Hearts, as leading them to all Manner of Abominations na- 
turally: They would frequently confefs it with apparent 
Mourning, that they had fa long de/pifed an offered and glo- 
rious SAVIOUR ; and exprefs their Wonder and Amaze- 
ment that GOD had fpared them fo long, that he did not 
cut them off in the midit of their Wickednefs; acknow- 
ledging that GOD would be infinitely juf? if he had done it, 
or if he fhould ftill caft them off for ever ; profefiing their 
Senfe that it muft and would be ifinitely free Grace, if ever 
they were faved, moft wonderful Grace. They would fre- 
quently complain of themfelves as greater Sinners than any 
they knew off: If others had been guilty of more open, 
fcandalous Sins, yet they hoped that none had /uch wicked 
Hearts as themfelves. They would often exprefs it, that 
the jinful Ways, which they ufed to delight moft in, were 
now the moft loathfome and grievous to them: together 
with very earneft Wifhes, that they might be kept from all 
Sin; and would lament, that they could not live without 
Sin, becaufe of zadwelling Corruption. Many would ftill 
expreis their Ape of Mercy through Jesus CuHRistT,not- 
withftanding all their Vilenefs, and that they hoped they 
were enabled to venture their immortal Souls on that chief 
Corner-Stone for Safety ; and that they found a free Ac- 
guiefcence of Soul in him ; that they defired nothing fo much 
as to fubmit unto him, and to live to his Glory. 

© Some could tell the Time when they firft became ferioufly 
concerned about their Souls, and what was the Sermon, or 
the particular Pa/ace in a Sermon that pricked them to the 
Heart: And fome would affure us, That the News of many 
ethers brought under Soul-Concern, and as they thought 
bringing Home to CHrIsT, awakened them. It feemed 
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as if almoft all their Acquaintance would be faved, and 
themfelves left, which would look very awful tothem. Some 
could give a diftinet Account of the Time when from great 
Diftrefs, theic Souls were enabled to venture upon an infi- 
nite Saviour, and (if they deceived not themfelves) found 
Gofpel-Reftin him. Odzhers could give a lefs diftinSt Ac- 
count as to the Time of their ereatett Diftrefs.and tif! find- 
ing Reft in Curis, and yet ‘perhay os equally diftinéi, as to 
the genuine Fruits of the Spirit in their aces 

© Some have had, to Appearance, much greater Degrees of 
Concern and Convilt ion than others, and there has been a 
great Variety as to the Degrees of. Perfons Refi and ‘Yoy of 
Soul in fpirit ual Things. And we have been ever careful 
to advite Perfons to obferve, rather the Spring, Nature and 
Effeé?s, both of Terrors and ‘foys, than the De grees of them : 
And that the Heart of a Sinner mutt be fo broken for Sin 
as to be broken off from Sin ; and that every true Convert 
hath fuch a Difcovery Seam T as perfuades the Soul to 
choofe him in all his Off 

« Some have been much “at ger under aSpirit of Bondage than 
others, before they mer ¢ had any fatisfying Tokens of having 
received a Spirit of Adoption,whereby they could ery, 4bé 4, 
Father. Ane | fome who were car/y under Convistions of Sin, 
feem fiill to remain fo, without giving the diftinguifhing 
Marks of a faving Converfion ; or without returning 
to their former Way of ivi ing, and Frame of Mind, 
now for above’ fw Years. But we have awful Reafon to 
fear that fome who were under con/iderable Awakenings at the 
Beginning of this remarkable Day . ™ we unburdene’ them- 
felves without findi ing Reft in Curist, by atrue Faith. 

‘ Thee was about a Year ago, loons Decay among us. 
here feemed to be lefs Solemnity and Livelinefs in the 
Countenances and Behaviour of the Generality of our aie 
gregations while in the Houfe of GOD ; lefs Earneftne’s 
after divine Inftruétions, both publick and perional ; not fo 
much Savourinefs in private Converfation ; but a greater 
Kagernefs after the Things of the World, than in Months 
before. Some who had ftemed to be under fome {mall 
Awakening, feemed to lofe their Concernand Tendernefs 5 
tho’ we think that very few, if any fuch have returned to 
fo great a Decree of Lewdnels and Vanity as they formerly 
lived in. Some that appeared to be ander great Awaken- 
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ings, as well as fome that ¢ appeared to be hopefully convert- 
ed, feem’d to lofe much of the Senfe of Divine Things 
which they had before ; and many were fenfible of this 
Decay. But, blefled be GOD, among all thofe, that we 
Jooked upon in a Judgment of Charity, to be born from 
abeve, there has not one turn’d an open Aboffate,nor evidently 
and impenitently /candalous in their Behaviour : Nor have 
the Generaiity of thofe who have been in any confiderable 
ae awakened, returned, in this Time of Decay, to 
ir former heedleis and ainy Way of living: T here has 
not been any Revival of their Frolicks, or vain and merry 
Meetings ; nordid they ceafe from their religious Meet- 
ings, nor drop any of them, unle/s on Occafion of an extra- 
ordinary bufy Seafon, and fhort Evening ys, and that only in 
one Part of the Town where they live remote from one 
another, and for a fhort Time. Altho’ Religion for fome 
Months about that Time did not feem to be fo reviving as 
before, nor the Word to have fuch Powef, nor Convid?ions 
nor Converfions to be multiplied ; yet neither did the State 
of Religion among us, nor the Face of the T’own appear to 
be at all the fame as three Years ago. And we me Reafon 
to think, that a@//] this Time Convers ah 5 we e more fre- 
quent than for fome Years before 1740. We reste Reafon 
to hope that many Prayers were afcending ee m among us 
daily to the Throne of Grace for a orcater Plenty of divine 
and faving Influences on the Pe ple of the Town, as. well as 
for the Profperity of Zion in general: And we truft tha 
many of the People of GOD were (and are fill) praying 
for thefe Things. 
© And the LC IRD, the overflowing Fountain of Grace, 
hath been pleafed to vifit us with ANOTHER plentiful Shower 
of Grace, and fo ftren; gthe n that which he had w rought for 
us. It is now above haifa Year fincea sECOND REVIVAL 
of Religion began to ~ very obfervable in the Town ; 
Firft, in the firft Parifh in the Town, and very [oon after 
in the fecond. As to a Subfiance of the Work, it ap ppears 
to us to be the fame as was remarkab bly among us abcve twa 
Year azo, of which there has never Por been a Ceffation. 


But there are a few T hings obfervable, which are Circum- 


Stances attending the Work of GOD’s Grace new amc ng 


us, in which there is Jome Difference. --- There have not 
been fo great Numbers srought under * Conviiens, and the 
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Spirit of Bondage now as before ; according to our Ob‘er- 
vation. Some who have of late been under ftrong Con- 
vidtions, have been more /uddenly pricked to the Heart, and 
brought into greater Dittrefs, than before. Some, who 
we have Reafon to hope were /incere Converts unto GOD 
before the Time which we are now {peaking of, have now 
been brought into exceeding great Diftre/s, at renewed and 
clearer Diicoveries of their own Hearts, and a more bitter 
Remembrance of their Sins. 

* Nota few of real Chrittians have been more remarkably 
quickened now than before, in their Chriftian Walk. 

* Some who we charitably hope have been Jately comverted 
to GOD, as well as tome who we hore were converted a 
Year or two ago, and fome who have been looked upon as 
fincere Chriftians for a confiderable Number of Years, have 
in this Time been very much filled and featted with the Con- 
felations of GOD, (as we judge from what they fay, and 
their after Lite). 

There have been not a very few among us within /even 
or eight Menths palt that have cried out with great Agonies 
and Diftrets, or with sigh ‘Joys on fpiritual Accounts, and 
that in Time of religious Exerciles. But the/e two Things 
we would obferve relating to what we have feen of this 
Nature, vz. (1.) That we are perfuaded that very few if 
aay among us have cried out in fuch a Manner while they 
could refrain: And we have ever cautioned Perfons againit 
making anv Outeries in Time of rciegious Ihe r{bip, if they 
could avoid it, without doing too much Violence to their 
Nature, or turnine their Thoughts from divine Things ; 


Tho’ we have not thought it ordinarily proper to leave off 


fpeaking, or to have the Perfons fo attected removed out of 
the Houfe. And (2.) That we by no Means account Per- 
fons crying cut in Time ot Worthip, falung down, of the 


Degree of their Joys or Sorrows, that might occaiion thefe 
Effects on their Bodies, to be anv Sirn ot their Comverfien, 
when /eparate); confidered , & bave caretully warn'’d ourPeo- 
ple againit fuch a Way of thinkin Tho’ at the fame [wme 
we cannot but think that moit who have f manitetted their 
Senfe of Things, torre wnaer the Operations ot the Holy Gte f 
at the fame Time, which occatfion'd thele Osteria: 5 and that 
their smward Ewferic.ces were jubjlantia ly the fame as theus, 
who have been tuvinegly converted tosOD), (as we hope and 


have given no fuch Tokens of their Dut or J 





FA 











